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C
o
n
te

n
t 

Thoroughly and accurately 

answers essential questions 

with exceptional supporting 

detail 

Answers essential questions 

with sufficient supporting 

detail

Attempts to answers essential 

questions but lacks needed 

details AND/OR fails to answer 

essential questions

Ideas are relevant and focus 

clearly on the thesis 

statement (Intro/Con)

Ideas are mostly relevant and 

focused on thesis statement

Few ideas are relevant or 

unfocused OR thesis 

statement is missing

Logical and effective 

organization of ideas within 

body paragraphs

Acceptable organization of 

ideas within body paragraphs

Limited or poor organization 

of ideas within body 

paragraphs

S
o
u
rc

e
s _____ sources, proper Works 

Cited, AND/OR proper use of 

in-text references

_____-_____ sources, proper 

Works Cited, AND/OR mostly 

proper use of in-text 

references

_____ or fewer sources OR 

serious citation errors OR no 

in-text references

Exceptional use of sentence 

structure.  Little to no errors/ 

omissions in punctuation, 

capitalization, and usage

Good use of sentence 

structure.  Some errors/ 

omissions in punctuation, 

capitalization, and usage

Limited use of sentence 

structure.  Many errors/ 

omissions in punctuation, 

capitalization, and usage

Little to no spelling OR 

formatting errors

Some spelling AND/OR 

formatting errors

Many spelling AND/OR 

formatting errors 

V
is

u
a
l 
&

 

W
ri

tt
e
n
 

C
o
n
te

n
t

Thoroughly and accurately 

answers essential questions 

with graphics and captions 

using exceptional supporting 

detail

Answers essential questions 

with some supporting detail; 

More graphic or written details 

are needed

Attempts to answer essential 

questions but lacks needed 

details AND/OR fails to answer 

essential questions

V
is

u
a
l 

Q
u
a
li
ty

All visual elements 

demonstrate originality,  

creativity, and neatness 

through the use of graphic 

tools

Many visual elements 

demonstrate originality,  

creativity, and neatness 

through the use of graphic 

tools

Few visual elements 

demonstrate originality,  

creativity, and neatness 

through the use of graphic 

tools

W
ri

tt
e
n
 

Q
u
a
li
ty Exceptional use of vocabulary, 

spelling, and language 

mechanics

Fundamental use of 

vocabulary, spelling, and 

language mechanics

Limited use of appropriate 

vocabulary, spelling, and 

language mechanics

D
is

p
la

y
 

C
o
n
te

n
t 

&
 

Q
u
a
li
ty

Enhances and explains the 

topic; Exceptionally well-

written descriptions explain 

display; Original construction

Enhances topic; Written 

elements explain display; 

Original construction

Fails to explain the topic, 

poorly written descriptions 

AND/OR lacks original 

construction (mostly store 

bought)
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